
 

 

 

 

 

The WFA  
East Coast Branch 
Presents:

The Fall 2014 World War 1 History Symposium! 
Saturday October 25, Maryland War Memorial Building, Baltimore 

 

Join Us For An Exciting Day-Long Program in World War 1 History! 

 

 

“POILU – The World War 1 Notebooks of 
Corporal Louis Barthas 1914-1918” -       Called 
up in 1914, Frenchman Louis Barthas served 
with the front-line infantry for nearly four 
years.  A remarkable diarist, he recorded his 
experiences in incomparable detail filling 
some 19 notebooks during the war.  Following 
rediscovery, Barthas’ writings were published 
in France in 1978 where they attained classic 
status.  Now former Military History Quarterly 
editor Edward M. Strauss has completed the 
first English translation of Barthas’ diaries and 
will present the remarkable back story behind 
this monumental new book from Yale 
University Press.   Copies will be available for 
sale.

 
“Cruiser Odyssey- The German East Asia 
Squadron 1914”  When war was declared the 

German Imperial Navy had no contingency for 
relieving its small overseas squadrons. Admiral 
Maximillian von Spee, commanding the East Asia 
Squadron, was surrounded by superior forces 
but was given freedom of action to strike the 
biggest blow possible against the Allies.  WFA 
East Coast’s Ryan Szimanski brings a new 
perspective to the now century-old story of von 
Spee’s strategic gambles, successes and ultimate 
demise. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

“Airships of the Imperial Navy – The 
Development and Employment of ‘Zeppelins’ 
in World War 1” – Beginning in 1915, German 
airships were used in an early strategic 
bombing campaign against the Allies, 
especially Britain, and for two years they 
enjoyed a measure of success. National 
Firearms Museum Senior Curator Phil 
Schreier presents a rare perspective on the 
role of Imperial German Navy airships during 
the Great War.  

 
“The Perils of Neutrality: President Wilson’s 

Efforts to Avoid the Great War” – The eruption 

of war in Europe in 1914 posed a challenge to the 

United States.  How was our nation to 

respond?  President Wilson charted a course of 

neutrality that he followed for nearly three years 

before the United States entered the war in 

1917.  Robert A. Enholm, Executive Director of the 

President Woodrow Wilson House, examines the 

complexities, benefits, hazards and consequences 

of that policy. 

 

     
 
 

 
 

“German Cavalry on the Western Front – 
Adaptation or Extinction?”   What was the 
experience of German cavalry units in the 
West once the front stabilized at the end of 
1914?    WFA East Coast’s Randy Gaulke will 
use his recent research into the history of the 
8th Kürassier Regiment during WW1 to 
examine just how German mounted units 
adapted to total war in the industrial age. 
 
 
 

The symposium will also include door prizes, refreshments, 

table displays of WW1 memorabilia, and a Branch-sponsored 

WW1 used book sale!   

 

To donate or consign books for sale, please contact Branch book sale 

manager Steve Gehnrich: scgehnrich@salisbury.edu 

mailto:scgehnrich@salisbury.edu


 

 

 

General Information 
 

WHEN:  Saturday October 25, 2014.  Sign-in, refreshments, meet-and-greet     
begin at 8:30 AM with Opening Remarks at 9:30 AM. 
 
WHERE:  MD War Memorial Building, 101 N. Gay St., Baltimore, MD  21202. 
 
Cost:  $35 per person, $10 students. WFA members in good standing receive 
20% off the registration fee. Becoming a Member of the WFA has never 
been easier - visit: www.westernfrontassociation.com.   
 
Display Tables:  There are a limited number of display tables available 
for WW1 artifacts/memorabilia.  Please indicate on the registration form 
if you would like one – first come, first served. 
 

Parking:  1) St. Vincent’s Church, 101 N. Front St. (opposite the War 

Memorial across President St/ I-83 terminus) this is a free lot available to 

us on a first come, first served basis.  2)  Impark Baltimore Street Garage 

located just west of the War Memorial at the intersection of Fayette and 

Holliday streets – weekend flat rate of just $5.00, garage open 9AM-3AM. 

Lunch:   On your own; there are numerous restaurants in walking distance. 

Directions: From the north, I-695 Baltimore Beltway to I-83 S into downtown 

Baltimore.  At the end of the expressway, the War Memorial is immediately on 

your right.  From the south, I-95 N toward downtown Baltimore, take exit 53, 

I-395 N. (Ravens Stadium will be on your left).  Turn right at Pratt St., 

then left at Gay St.; the War Memorial is at the intersection of Gay and 

Fayette Streets. 

 

 

http://www.westernfrontassociation.com/


 

 

Symposium Registration Form 
(Please print and return with your payment – mail-in deadline October 18, 2014) 

 
 

Name (s): ____________________________________ _______________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Primary Email: ___________________________  Primary Address: ________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
# _____ Adults @ $35 ………………............................. ________   
 
# _____ WFA Member Adults @$28 ………………………________   
 
# _____ Students @$10 ……………………………………. ________  
 
# _____ WFA Member Students @$8 ………………….. ________ 
 
 
 
    Total Amount Enclosed………. ________ 
 
 
_______  I would like a display table for my WW1 memorabilia (one table per person) 
 
 
Please make checks payable to “WFA East Coast”, and mail completed registration to:  

 

Karl Klusewitz 
135 Hollowbrook Rd. 

Timonium, MD  21093 

 

Mail-in deadline: October 18, 2014.  Seating is limited, however, if you miss the mail-in 

deadline but would like to attend, please contact Karl Klusewitz: karl8@verizon.net 
 

 

 

For more information visit: www.wfa-eastcoast.org 
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